Welcome to the Greater Yellowstone Area
and the Greater Yellowstone Coordinating Committee

“Transcending Boundaries in One of America’s Most Treasured Ecosystems”

The Greater Yellowstone Area (GYA) is comprised ofe  Refuge manager from the National Elk Refuge (also
two national parks, parts of six national forests, two national ~ represents the interests of Red Rock Lakes refuge).
wildlife refuges, and other federal, state, and private lands.  Jerry Reese, Supervisor of the Caribou-Targhee Na-
As most of the area lies within the public domain and intional Forest, serves as the current committee chair. The
cludes some of the nation’s most treasured natural resourcebair rotates every two years. In March of 2000, Larry
land management agencies have historically coordinateimchak was hired as executive coordinator for GYCC.

their planning and management. Larry, an employee of Yellowstone National Park, is sta-
tioned at the Custer National Forest office in Billings, Mon-
Who is the GYCC? tana.

The Greater Yellowstone Coordinating Committee What iS the r0|e Of the GYCC’)
(GYCC) was formed in 1964 when the National Park Ser-

vice and the U.S. Forest Service signed a formal Memoran- The GYAis a unique and special place. Federal lands

dum of Understanding (MOU). The MOU provides for mu-in the GYA, administered by six national forests, two na-

tual cooperation and coordination in the management of cot®nal parks, and two national wildlife refuges, are geo-
federal lands in the GYA. graphically contiguous, ecologically interdependent, and un-
In response to Congressional hearings held in the fadllterably linked.

of 1985 concerning coordinated management in the GYA, = Members of the GYCC recognize their responsibility

the MOU was revised in 1986. to cooperatively manage GYA resources to sustain existing
The committee consists of: values and characteristics, consistent with the missions of

» The Regional Director of the Intermountain Region ofthe agencies.
the National Park Service and the Regional Forester  The role of the GYCC is to provide leadership, guid-
from the Rocky Mountain Region, U.S. Forest Serviceance, and coordination for the national parks, national for-

e Park Superintendents from Yellowstone and Grandests, and national wildlife refuges in the GYA. Goals for
Teton National Parks; the GYCC include:

« Forest Supervisors from the Beaverhead-Deerlodge, Provide leadership in making coordinated decisions that
Bridger-Teton, Caribou-Targhee, Custer, Gallatin, and  serve the public and help sustain the resources. En-
Shoshone National Forests; sure coordination of planning, strategies, and practices
across national park, national forests, and national wild-
life refuge units.

* Set GYCC level priorities and assign resources to
achieve objectives.

» Provide a forum for interaction with federal, state, local
agencies, private organizations, and the public. Help
foster a climate that encourages coordination and shar-
ing.

» ldentify and provide for resolution of emerging issues
within the GYA.

* Minimize duplication of effort; seek opportunities to
share information, resources, and data.

» To the extent permissible by law and agency mis-
sions, make rules and regulations consistent across

Grizzly bear. the GYA.




Unit Descriptions

The GYAincludes the following national forests, parks,
and wildlife refuges:

Yellowstone National Park
Preserved within Yellowstone National Park are Old
Faithful and the majority of the world’s geysers and hot
springs. America’s first national park is an outstanding
mountain wildland with clean air and water, and is home to _
grizzly bears, wolves, and free-ranging herds of bison and
elk.

Grand Teton National Park
Grand Teton National Park offers a legacy of grand
proportions combining worldwide recognition for spectacu-
lar scenery, bountiful wildlife, and abundant recreation op-
portunities. Soaring above the valley floor, the Teton Range
provides a stunning backdrop for Grand Teton National Park.

John D. Rockefeller Jr. Memorial Parkway
Linking West Thumb in Yellowstone with the South
Entrance of Grand Teton National Park, this scenic 82-mile
corridor commemorates Rockefeller’s role in aiding estab-
lishment of many parks, including Grand Teton. The park-

way was authorized August 25, 1972. Scenes from the Greater Yellowstone Area.

Shoshone National Forest
The rugged eastern flank of the ecosystem is guardeshed and endangered species, wilderness, scenic panora-
by the 2.4 million acre Shoshone National Forest, thenas, and intensively managed forest lands. The Targhee
nation’s first national forest. Rich with history and breath-National Forest is named in honor of a Bannock Indian war-
taking scenery, the Shoshone remains largely wild and umior.
developed. Wilderness areas including the Washakie, North

Absaroka, Fitzpatrick, Popo Agie, and Absaroka-Beartooth Gallatin National Forest
encompass nearly 1.4 million acres. The northern crown of the ecosystem, the Gallatin Na-
tional Forest includes noted mountain ranges such as the
Bridger-Teton National Forest Absaroka-Beartooths, Madison, Gallatins, Bridgers and

Rounding out the southern part of the ecosystem witlCrazies—birthplace to many of Montana’s blue ribbon
its 3.4 million acres, the Bridger-Teton National Forest isstreams. The Gallatin is a haven for both wildlife and
the second largest national forest outside Alaska. Includedkcreationists, providing for more recreation than any other
are more than 1.2 million acres of wilderness in the Bridgerforest in the northern region.

Gros Ventre, and Teton Wildernesses. The Bridger-Teton is

a land of varied recreational opportunities, beautiful vistas, Custer National Forest
and abundant wildlife. Visitors entering the ecosystem from the northeast ex-
perience the breathtaking Beartooth Highway, and the
Caribou-Targhee National Forest Beartooth plateau, the largest expanse of alpine tundra in

The western neighbor to Yellowstone and Grand Tetorthe lower 48 states. Dotted with lakes and crossed by hik-
National Parks, the Caribou-Targhee National Forest is homiag trails, the Beartooth plateau is a recreational wonder-
to a diverse number of wildlife and fish, including threat- land.



Scenes from the Greater Yellowstone Area.

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest

ing, the Beaverhead-Deerlodge offers diverse recreatioslerness areas in the country.

opportunities in the dozen distinct mountain ranges that span
this forest. Within the GYA, the Madison Ranger District
includes the Madison, Centennial, Gravelly, and Tobacco

Root Mountain Ranges.

National Elk Refuge
Created in 1912 as a result of public interest in the
survival of the Jackson Hole elk herd, the National Elk Ref-
uge continues to preserve the last of the elk winter range in
the valley. The refuge is managed to provide a winter home
for an average of 7,500 elk, over half of the Jackson Hole
population, and provides valuable open space in the Jack-

son Hole area.

Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge

Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge was estab-
lished in 1935 to protect the rare trumpeter swan. Today,
the refuge continues to be one of the most important habi-
tats in North America for these majestic birds. Originally
homesteaded, much of the area has been restored to its natu-
ral state, leading to designation as a National Natural Land-
An inviting forest noted for excellent hunting and fish- mark, as well as becoming one of the few marshland wil-

Greater Yellowstone Coordinating Committee

Grand Teton National Park and Refuge Manager
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial P.O. Box 510

Parkway

Mary Gibson Scott
Superintendent
Box 170

Moose, WY 83012
Ph: 307-739-3410

Jackson, WY 83001
Ph: 307-733-9212

Webpagehttp://wwwr6.fws.gov/
nationalelkrefuge/

Regional Forester

Webpagehttp://wwwnps.gov/grte/Intermountain Region, USDA FS

Yellowstone National Park
Suzanne Lewis
Superintendent

P.O. Box 168

Yellowstone Park, WY 82190
Ph: 307-344-2002

Jack Troyer

34 25hSret

Ogden, Utah, 84401

Ph: 801- 625-5605
Webpagehttp://wwwfs.fed.us/r4/

Caribou-Targhee National Forest

Webpagehttp://wwwnps.gov/yell/ Jerry B. Reese

Regional Director
Intermountain Region, NPS
Steve Martin

12795 Alameda Parkway
P.O Box 25287

Denver, CO 80225-0287
Ph: 303-969-2500

National Elk Refuge
Barry Reiswig

Forest Supervisor
1405 Hollipark Drive
Idaho Falls, ID 83403
Ph: 208-524-7500

Webpagehttp://wwwfs.fed.us/tnf/

Ph: 406-683-3900

Red Rock Lakes National

Webpagehttp://wwwfs.fed.us/r1/b-d/ Wildlife Refuge

Bridger-Teton National Forest
Kniffy Hamilton, Chair

Forest Supervisor

340 N. Cache, Box 1888
Jackson, WY 83001

Ph: 307-739-5510

Webpage: http://wwys.fed.us/btnf

Custer National Forest
Nancy Curriden
Forest Supervisor
1310 Main St.

Billings, MT 59105
Ph: 406-657-6200

Webpage:http://wwwfs.fed.us/r1/
custer/

Gallatin National Forest
Becki Heath
Forest Supervisor

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National ForeBbx 130

Tom Reilly

Forest Supervisor
420 Barrett Street
Dillon, MT 59725

Bozeman, MT 59771

Ph: 406-587-6701
Webpagehttp://wwwfs.fed.us/rl/
gallatin/

Mike Campbell

Refuge Manager

27820 Southside Centennial
Road

Lima, MT 59739

Ph: 406-276-3536

Fax: 406-276-3538
Webpage: http:/wwwb.fws.
gov/redrocks/

Shoshone National Forest
Rebecca Aus

Forest Supervisor

808 Meadow Lane

Cody, WY 82414

Ph: 307-527-6241

Webpage: http://wwwvs.fed.us/
r2/shoshone/

Executive Coordinator
Mary Maj

P.O. Box 130

Bozeman, MT 59771
Ph: 406-522-8575
Email: mmaj@fs.fed.us



Greater Yellowstone Area: Administrative Units
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